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Half-Hour Portraits of Dickens’s Greatest Characters
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It guite complete.

M. Fagin, belng a “fence® for col
verting the procecds of  house
berles into money, o
nership existed botwey
Alr. Fagln rubbed Ay Sikes,
though Mr, Sthes fregquently
with o grimnes

ur

{IH]

1wl lnkeg to

frer, duesplte heart

mutial didlik strust.
z Owing to g activity ol
Islz"‘ FEb.?‘lgi? Lthe police. My Fi forced to
malntaly more than  one refuge  for
H e made and fomale proteges,  These
Aefore DMekens's dar, art apd Hteta- 1 Pefuges were all alike—hididen away |
ture hnd heen deesslue s eelin m!-u]' at the ends of innces Ibie alleys, vty
In gold Iaee aml plunedd bnts. No- | With the zrime of 3 ra thing e u;
hody exeept T benwn the | Windde tried to romave, furnlshed with
uely, dirty  rase ho NCnpt god bads Iald out on the foul foors, |
Muchenth swagecred In the mtory | Wity o few tottering ohabrs and »
I on atage with all the chs preasy anble, ang ;II\:111111uLui day and
nnd  romantie hiravery and  enler-
prise, blessed by the love af hean-

tilul women, mnking merrs
tnverns, 1
i CHeed fn such asp
hvtter 1o be n
olbier than a eo

At bl been nm nze of artistle, litetnry
msocinl and polltical smirk oml molie- |
helieve  sentiment. Phe  winid  thn
bivsy health throneh ihe world from
the swhirling storm HMre of 1
Prench volutfon hnl Llown g

tripp i but there waw

w0 minel,  thot when
aut  with  =Oliver
Grens Brlitnln ke

o

I atruci
no el

Dickens never was gullty of the
1y dulloess of writlog a nevel

dead-
with

u There never wis such |
narrovwness o his lecnry methol,
Hut bis wwhole Hie wns so0 full u|.'I
purpose, the whole mimu wis such
n ral sutngonist  of n!l.rlhlli]:I

and everythilog thut was wy
peoarly ever) chuapter he ever wrote
w1 e Blow at some aocinl sui- |
perstithe “Ulver Twist™ it the poet |
rutinl superstition of the pleturesgue
thicl nnd smushed it ao uwiterly thot
it never bas come to life agnin ea-
cept dn dbme novels.  Uhe foul and
frowsy den of old Fagin, Ity inmnies®
roga thet hardly hold together, the
wet, shelterless  strects—these, 0y
Bickens on¥s o his  prefoce (o
“tHiver Twist," ure not  Jikely 1o
sliure even ithe muosy jolier-headed of
Juvenlien, (1
BT Sikes storctled  Englond,
Slhes stnrtles nod horrities o
e of peaple to-dnyr,

iy that

i
mrlel-
It Is extreme=

Iy probnble thnt doring (he seventy-
four years slnce WL Sikes woas de=
seribed he has stactled ond horeltied
ool ¥ B porsons Into

oliling the zond that leads to the
gollows—that  rood  that Dickeus's
e ors bhod potofed us 0 moon-
it one Hiong wh the erlminnl
vontered ol in erlmson cont nad

ruflles,

a little
Les and

v Epecies, there wi
+ belween Bill

| similar nature. Desides brulses, a
threos” o growtly of beard was Lhe
nearly  invariable ornamoent  of  his
volintennnee, which semed always Lo

birs In fromt of It to make

rob-

her close part-
thew, Though !
]
swore, |
thist was tou real for

humor, that b 1 vur Mr, Fagln's !
throat, each knew =0 well that l.lu:|
other eould hin him that they re-

e

IX.--Bill Sikes; Dﬁck@ns’ s Most Startling Character

holde themn (hrough every suffering
and ill usnge!

Though there wius no [eellug remote-
Iy refembling  this passion In  that
anetomleal part ot Mr. Stkes known
ng his henrt, his feeling for MNuaney
might be ealled almost exulted in wne
respeey at least. e trusted her: and
ws ho never had trusted nny huinan
belng before, 1L was evident that thore
Wus something ltke hlgh emotlon In
his breast, Indeed, her trustworthiness
became hls boast, aud over quirt pots
of Hguor he enng her pralses in mog-
nifleent oaths,

One day Mr. Fagla, In pursuit of his=

|

rducational Hfe-work, plecked up o
rYoung boy, wha sadd that his name
powns Ollver 'Pwisl.  Olver had ruy !
awny (rom the poorbonse authorities
of a nearby villnge to eseape their
chnrt which was so scientlfie that
it proved triumphantly how nearly a

human being coulg be starved Lo demth

Bl Elkes was l'.n."
tian and Bull’s-eye wuas the dog. Ing i
woing of evll 1oeks, inteiloct, surliness | “They made thelr way {o the country house marked
afitgisposition; [and cLerasliy, 0LEnation fis gyl kit 1les stk jnto bot-) without quite perishine.
were clgsely allke. They walked b iyl biher ma itts tur cendle- Uliver knew nothing of his parent-
i Autieatog Jljzasaudiatincos: Jlend Hetienyliiyh sey Like vermin burrow- | e Cixeant thnt his motiar had been
virangors ullkv, expreseod thomselved| ing undergeound, v, | Fagih's plelc: | nieed up a¥ing on the roadside, and
TCEYMMOTE HILIe 8 ] A Lo ﬂ“k:" r.hv.l pockets and potty robbers et .-m'l--l thit he had been born in the poor:
une elear mdvantage the man bhad over | AL raere Interva had the honod of en- house, to whicy they cirrled  her
thel dog that the mih .-u}l\-\ ECl jortalning the grouter lghis, such ns AR H RSl o Bl ey (oo i
fe LML ikt e PN Skes o Tohy Cruckit, when thes to his deti he did s0 mercly becausy
it the dug had »:i- Cprontinent professionnls  condescén | e thought that the walf's lnnocen:
nLEeUNE D o dpinge with the amall fry and CUrse | gice would make him an cxcellent as.
=tor's .1"‘\"‘;_'_}“‘_‘.”\_ o ntoit, | set we . pocketbook. Before long,
2 hdehip was | o 10 one ot 4 vislte of sldte, Mr | however, He learned that Oliver wab
l'nh-m] \1_:'1 Slkes mer a g vhoo hid the tortune b n better assel than that.
fment, M, | L Gt
5 pros e ok indm”m_i :" ;l"” 'E'l-;“'ll'i'.'“ v i--:"- “I_'"‘ F”:" A man who had possession of &
# T o2 b 5 - ookin althiongh her face was | 5 ¥ 3 5 i h
ence of thought saffictently to choke, | a I"j abitlasui *‘. i et all  fortune to which the Loy was
lck, hammer and eu hls erlend Bull's- | GRTG Ad Ko 1t ity meblon ARd| helr hud stirted secret inquiries, hop-
i or ho fely like it;  and ‘IITIl' mredpil \_“I""I Premuture | .y 1o wusure himself thiat Ollver wus
seponded to these cnresson e 21 "““'L‘I N AN -l“‘-‘-l ?hu_ _‘:_“31' dend niud that his possession could not
dld thelr best to an- 4 ]ll.-{l.l“ it lm", i_"* IppAns ""‘1“”(’1 i disputed. The search led him mt
nd, Mr, S{les: ieildnocdg nnd tradned to theft, Iast to Pagln, and thay kindly old
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A Hat For Evefy Face
A Price For Every Purse

Illl L .|||'||'.|i'r'li i
still upholding thi= motta
of the streer; Ly this ko 1
the heneli
Specin
A saniple lor of
values S4.00, 8300 and 87.30 at
One lot red Hats, very fine auadins
ported b Cvalue 8730 ol $10.00 TR
300 Black Chip Shupes, Lurge, medinm amd spal

Same he

Hovear agos and we are
weoare on the wrong side
our expenses down, and vou derive

thiey

Trimmed | lats

i

- $3.98
3145
1 $2.98
Sl 183,00

FREE TRIMMING

When all meteriale are purchased we trim vour hiats free of
charge.

THE FASHION

118 East Broad Street

Wrong Side, Between First and Second.

value $2.00. u b AR Rl !
Large Blick Neapolitan and ‘1 agal Shapes, alsn
few hemps: values 1o 83.00, a
Sailors, all shapes and all colors,
75¢ to ...

gentleman, always cagoer 1o do benevo-

) hedguarters  fap] Loercatures; huving experlonee of ] lent deeds, mgreed to keep the lud In
tralning how to plek | more thun one jail; accugtomed to see| his hands and moke w Lthief of him.
Jiorkets, wis an ohieet of | Ber adquaintances and comrades end | My, Fagin dld not tell the yisitor that
fcn onty to his owner. | 10 prisen eclls or on the gallows, she! & would have made & thief of Ollver
el creature lHeked his dips | SUIL Bl in Dier some distorted vestige | anyway,  He pockeled the excellent
wiiting for the word te tear] ©f & woman's heurt, It v Etrange | bribe that was offered and hugged

Lor when e snt watet- | that it shoulg be therve ap all, 3

thought or the

a8 hush money in future,

As a first step townrd carrying out
his plans, Magin decided to lend Oliver
to Mr. Sikes, who hud u house-hroalk-
ing job In mind which demunded the
| 2erviees of o smill boy  to erawl
through w paniry window, Holore
thuey storted Mr. Sikes stood the hoy
up in front of him, while he produced
| pletul. “You know waol this Is, ch?"
i ho growled.  “Well, then, look here!
This is powder, it 'ore's & bullet.
| TWis s n Lttle bit of a old hal Lo

widdin’." procecded teo load b
| plstul with great nlecety and deliberva-
I tien, Then he put the barrel to the
| boy's lead,  “Now," anid he, savagely,

L Yun upeak word when you go
oul Wity e, except when 1 speak {4
you, that lodding will be in your head
without potice!”

Huving been jolned by Toby Cracklt
they nude thelr way, cautiously, to
e eountry house murked out for roh-
bery, With a finnl terrible threat,
Slkos e v Httle Boy to the win-
dow and pushed him through. Trem-
Lling with tervor, the lad erept for-
wird witly only one consclous fdea (u
hig bewlldered broine 1¢ was Lo alarm
the Inmites as soon as ho was out of
the rankge of Elkes's pistol,

He had not moved far, when the
hougehreaker ghouted:  “Raek! Back:
P War o tlueh ond oostunning re-
il Oliver fell. 1o hid staggered
nnd tumbled backward wheto  Slkoes
could reach hlin,  The powerful  momn
pidled nim through the Ittle aperture
and #ar off et top specd, carrying thoe
boy slung over hils bnek, head down,
The house servant, who had shot him,
prrsued them with others whom the
alarm hnd ralsed, and at last the rob-
ber, hurd pressed, dropped  his burden
noa diteh and ran off.

Sllkee cursed wlien he say thay he
Wae alone, and that Taby Crackit,
'! thanks (o long legs and a long head,

nad gotton clear nway, having sturted
| oM At the #irst alarm, Mr. Crackil

| FLS

{ the hunt that he managed (o gel to
| London, whila Sikes had to lo cloge in
Lhe country, walllng a more favorable
orrortunity, .
Mro Crackit  waa aniazed whan
raw the effect that hla news had
] “The hoy! Thoa bhoy!" screamed
| ¥agin, looking lke a red devil,
foilled hig griveled, matted halr, as his
Veliement manner was when heo was
sorely frightened or exclted, and rush-
e hendlong out of n don to Sikes's
dweriling plaea, &
| He found only Noaney there; and in
{his razme e Secenmed at her that Sikes
belne e hoy binek )l any cost,
worth huouveds of pounds (o

he

e oerled, Wiy tuyy getiing the

| succeded in keoplng so far shead qf -

on

He

boattor of his usual pradence. 10 Sikes
comes bick nnd doesn’y bring the boy,
murder hjm.yuumuu 1toyoud have him
escape Juck Ketehr 1 hang bl
with half n dozen words!

Hurdly had he uttored the threat be-
fore he regulned his pr we of mindg
He stole » frighiencd lo at the girl
She stured ot bl Hstiessly, stupldly,
atdk presented  eve nppuearanes  of
belng quita  drund appearanee
which was borpe owt by o smeil of
gin that porvaded the rouvm. Fagin
put a fow cunnlug questions to her.
She answored so ramblingly that he
felt assured she had pot comprebend-
cd cvhat he had ‘ultercd in hils fury.
‘e cast one last look ay her, as-she
sl the table, her head drovping
<l stepped zoftly from Lhe

A change came over
Ehe was up and alter bi
as he weul, far as he

her fustantly,
v Murriedly
1 enl, she pur-

il
]

out for robhery,"

Sued hiim as slead

¥ ny soflly, as

Unescdpable as o shadow, Fate wi
clusing around the old man—w
Closing around them all; on this
night, when he had betrayed himselr
aml o =unt Wer to spy oon him, he went
to maeel Monks the man whoa wanted
Oliver Twist kept out of the way

Naney managed to henr what thes
Siid, : learned eneugh to moke
Bood ghess ut 1he gocret,

When Slkea reeeded at last in en-

tering London agaln Fagin's old mask
of [rtiendshin wnd servility was on hin
once more. By this time they knew

!
I
|
|
|

trusted ecach other, they never mis-
Lrusted her,

She resolved o save the boy., She
went secretly te his new [elends and
Ltold them what she know, nfter shy
had mude them swear nol Lo tuke u

slop that would harm Foagln or Slkes,
Her informution wus more than sulli-
cleny for them o find  fFlends and
relatives of Oliver's pu ity nnd these
agreed Lo Keep her seerel, not to use
the police even angalnst Monks, but e
deal with hlin privately, as (hey could

¥ easily with the nowledge thoey
from the glrl. They pledged them-
selves to do It In such a woy thal
Monks himself should not be able te
sugpect whenee his betrayal hid come.

They wanted o do something for
her. They offercd o fimd a1 home
for her, to give her asylum in a for-
Enocountey where glie would beg sifo.
She refuscd it She refused  evory
pussible torm of help, It wis too lute,
she sald,  She must go bavk Lo her
Hrie, such ne jt wag, and so long as It
ht Inst,

rotly

though
15ly thougy
ced Lhat ghe
I oand spied

Nuaney
she had

hnd uected,
moved, It
WS noand f(ol-
upren by o of
Fagin's men.  Uhe spy saw ang heard
enollgh ta sauspect thnt  the girl was
betraying Fagin and Slkes, H
Every evil l.I||r|;,-‘lha.l. Iay in Fogin'a
heart; every vile emotion that eowd
stirfed and set Into o whirl by
rage and hatred and fe every black
purpuge of which he was cupable, wore
gel to working within him when the
apy bLrought his news, When he nel
Slkes he trlied to spealk to him, but
his passion wns loo gredat for wordy
ug rlrst, and he conld only shuke lis
trembling forcfinger in the alr,

al jaet he could centrol himself and
tld  what had  been  learned, Slkee
leapeed up fiercely,

“Hell's fire!™ he sereamed,

“BiN, Bl cried the old man, “Only
a word!"

The housebreaker would noy  have
listened hng he been able in his blind

fury to opuen the door, lle was delayed
dong enough to let Fogln come up with
him.  “Hear me speak & word!" pe
Panted. “You won't pe—*

“Well? demanded the houscbhreaker.

The doy was duwnlug, There was
light enough for cuach to s00 tha |
other's fac They exchanged one brief
glance. There win thatl in the eyes of
both that could not be mistoken.,

“Iomenn! sabd Fagin, casting aside
all disguise, “not  too  violent  for

safety.

Slkes leapeg inwo the streog without

reply. Turnlng his hewd neither right
nor left, but looking stralight betore
him with his tceth so set thoy the

strained Juw gecmed starting throug

the =kin, he sped tlo his  dwellin
double-locked thy doo¥ and lifteg a
heavy table against {r,

His nntrinee hnd awakened her. Sha
ralzed herseif with a stoartled look.

ST Bald she, in oo low tene of
#larm, “why do vou leek I'ke that a*

! ng her by the head and throat,
he drugged her into the middle of the
room, lookey once at the door, and put
hig great hand over her mouth,

“Bill—HiN" ghe gaeped, wrestling
with the #trength that mortal fear
suve her. “1—1 won't seream or cry—

nnt once—hear me—epcak to me—tell
e what ] hava done!"

“You know, vou she-devill"
plied, suppressing his breath.
were watched to-nighu”

“Then spare me, (or the lave of
heaven!™ she ~=led, cllnglng to h'm.
“BIH, dear B, you cannot have the
heart te kill me! Think of all thay 1
hiave glven up this night, only thiz one

he re-
“You

Whan |

|

night, for you Bill. DBlll, for dear|
God's gake, for your oewn, ftor mlnr.t
stop hefore you apill my blood! I

“In one of these vislts

that the lnmates of the house had
found QlIver, tuken him In and nursed
hiin through his woind; that he had
told  them  his ftory; and that the
tender-horrted peaple had declded not
to pureue the criminals, for fear of
getting the boy into trouble with the
authoritl I'he spies who had learn-
ed all this for lagin reported that

Olver was to Blay with hlg new pro-
toctors,

But by thiy
. F]b‘."lns
o hmd dscoverod nearly all
Munks and his porpose.

She hod feen many children destroy.
ed body sl souj by Fagin, as she had
been bersclf, any she hod felt hardly

time, too, the
Indefatigahly on
about

Aan cmatlon alwiut 1. But from tha
Yery heglonlng there had been some-
thing about the ytter Innocence of

Olver (hnt stirred hoer.,
spmd wmnll

Tt stirred thnt
nE of remalning gond
In her thot her BN Slkos's vlave,
nrel s tanneh even 1o thosg
whioo ind wiovkvd Loy 1ife thut, thaough
W bhe crimbnuly gt the gong mly-

have been true Lo you, upon my gullty
soul T have!”

1fe struggled violontly te rolpase
himself; but her arms were around
him, and tear as he woulg he could
not tear them away.

“A JMttle—Httle time,"” she sobbed.

He (recd one arm and grasped his
pietel. The certainty of immedlote
detectlon If he fired ilashed across his
mind even jn the mldsg of that fury.
ITe turned it aud beat twice, with ul)
his mighty strength, upen the upturn-
ed face, ;

She siaggered and: fell away from
kim. From i eep gash in her forehend
the blood ran Into her'eyes and blinded
her. DBut she ralsed herself to = her
knees and held out her hands,

It wns a gRhnstly sight te =2ce; Tha
murderer tottered backward, Ie shut
oul the slght with ane uplified hand,
With the ather he seized o heavy elub
and struck her down,

The sun, rising fast, began 1o Sond

)

| Lghh Inte pbe roon dyesplie the drawan

ol mtnte, Mr, Sikes med o girt who hnd the fortune to galn hls approval.”

i

curtnln. IHe had not moved for a long!
thne, |t seemed to pline  There had
been a ypoan, and & motlon of the hnnd,
und he had struck, and struck agal
more In terror thnn ruge.  Onee he |
threw o ragged rug over the body; but|
it war wWorse that way, He plucked lll
ot agaln,

Ltho

He kindled a fire and thrust
an !

club Inta It e washed himselr
tubbed his elothes aml ent out Bpoty§
I them that he could not clenn,  The |
T was fearfully stulned.  The very
feet of hils dug were bloody,

While he wue dolng what he had te
do he took care, for somu renson that

was not cleir to him, mever to turn
s back on the body. He could not
bewr to do o for oven a moment. |
When he was ready to go he went!
buckwaryg toward the door, drugging
his dog lest he should soll his feel

wnew I earry evidence of the erime
into the street,

He crossed ‘over and glanced ul the
window, wondering (f wn¥thing could
be visible from the outside. The cur-
tuin was drawn and all was still as |f

i pencelul, untroubled slecper jay In
there.

lie whistled Lo the dog ang wulked
away rapldly,

He struck out sturdlly il he gt
clear of London and lnto the country,

lHe walked through heaths and wouds
and vitllages and ticlds for mnny miles,
Then he lald hlmsel! under o pedge
and slept. Then he got up ngaln ol
turned into the highroand and wallied
toward London onte more. Then back
ngiin-——then wWindering up and down
the flelds, and Iying In ditches Lo rest,
and swurting up to make for somn
ather spot and ramble on agnin, |

He starteq many thnes, with ul'::lti_\‘i

enough  purpode, to one or another|
villnge 1o get something to cit ur |
drink. BEvery tlme the cople, the very

aecemncd

hildren ta be looking ot |
l\'f‘l'.\'

[rom window for him. Agaln
wnd ngaky he turned nway, net daring |
ta enter Lhe place, though he was|
Liting with hunger. I

It wie late at night hefore he gould !
foree himselr into an : {
satl alone In a corner =
drfnking there with lls doz, A com- |
puny of rustie loborers sitting |
around the fire, lstening to a peddler!
who huad just produced some cleansing
paste and was pralsing t¢ with the
usunl ehatter of his s5. Having re-
moved stalns from the garments of
severd], e turned suddeniy to Sikes |
and erled: “"Heore I8 o stnln on the hu!.i
GLEANLHL BonLIemin

lie got ne further.

1
With n hideous|

curse, Sikes overthrew the table and)
rushed from the place,

Findlng presently that he was pot
pursued, e recovered sufclently to

that
merely

reuson
him

they
EOMe

probably congidercd

. BUrly [ul-l

low, and he tried to plun whit  he |
should do next. 1t was dark and he
was In doubt. A last he found a

shed in o fleld, and decidog 10 seck resg
for the night. :

He laid him=elf clase
The

1

to' the' we
forimles: feellng that had over-
hlin in the room, that had bren

owing an him all day, had formed |
iteelf now Into a foiar of something
that wax hohind hhin, Even thousu|
he pressed as clogely an he could (o
the wall ang Kept hls fuece turned l.'-'r|I
the black apace of the shed, he had|
this terror.

While he lay there he heard shout-|
ing in the distance, e reguined hie)
courpgs At the prospect of dunger that !

he could meet, and ho sprang up, Lol
see a bulliding ahla fur acrors the|
fields. Thero were people there—Naht |
and nctivity, Tt was (ke new 1lfe tu|
him. He ran toward the place, |
They were playing en the fire wI.LI'."
an engine and with buckets  Every-|
1

body war shontlng, ang Sikea shouted,

too, and plunged Into the wild work, |
now working at  the pumpsa,  now !
hurrying intn the smoke and fire, hit |

alwuys secking
were Lhickest,
He tolled tll

the place where men

morning came and

there was nolh'ng left but a hill of
cimbers and hlickened ruins. The mad
cxcltement over hia fear came on him
ten-fold. 1ls looked suspiclously at
the little groups that formed tn con-
verae about the fire. The dog oboyed
the steallthy heck of hls finger. They
slunlk oft quictly together.

He walkeil till he almosy droppad.
He lay in a hidden inne And had n
long, uncasy sleep. 1le walked again,
and turned hither and thither irreso-
lute. He reared another solltary night
in the black fields, Huddenly thizs fear
o grow thul he resolved to turn baclk
lo London.

“There's somebody to speak (o thare
at least!” ho said to himaelf, “A good
hiding place, loo, after all thig coun-
Ltry weent, T'H le by for o woek and
then forea blunt from Fagin and got

| hablt,

across to France. Damme, 111 risk
iy

It eame to bim thag the dowg would
Leteny him. e plelked up 4 heavy

stone and’ tled L in o handlerchler
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and walked along, looking for n pond,
The animal jooked up Into his mas-
ter's face., Perhaps tho robber's side
&lance ut him warned him. e hegun
to skulk a 1Mtle 1n the rear. When
Slkes stopped at the brink of & poul
itng Jooked arvund Lo eall him he
stopped outright,
Do you hear me
Sikes.  “Coma here!”

The dog came up from the force ot
but the inoment 2lkes utupped
toe the the stone to lim he wvtarted, back
with a decp growl,

“Come buck!" sald Sikes.

The dog wugged his wll, advanend,
retredtled, paused an Instant, turned,
and seoured awosy at top speed,

Siker whistleg agsln und agadn, and
sl down o waly fur Lhe animal g
return.  Dut no dog nppeared, und at
last ho reswined hig Juurney,

That nkght, In a reom wl the top of
2 fithy tenement thnt stood close on
the Thames overhonging a  audidy
ereck thiut e¢hhed and foed along the
rotten foundiatlons of the houss, the
Eat Tohy Urackip and two others of
Fagin's gang.  Toby Crackit, qulte
abundoning the swagger for which he
wanl famous, looked gloomily on one
of his eompantons, who had JuEL coma
In with news.  "Thiy ls & sinsni® wilid
he, Irltlng hile  Jips, “There's mora
thin one will go with thiw'

Every ken g tilled with trape
#ald the bringeér of newa, “You shoull
ha' heard the poople groan when Lhey
brought Fagin out. The oMcers Touglii
lHke devils, or they'd hu* Ltotn him
away. He clung to them, all muddy
wnd bleeding, us {f they was his danr-
esl friends.”

The three sat In sflcuce, thetr oyos
fixeq on the finor., Suddenly there wis
@ puttering of feep on the stules, wnl
Slhes's dog bovnded Into tlie roon,
They ran 1o the stalrs ind cropl dow
The stgeet door was holted sl Gvi-
dently The dog had jumped In througn

open window,

“He ean't be coming heral"
Taoby Crackit when they
the roorm, *“1—I1 hope not.”

He's been Lo the other hons'™

call? axelalined

il
sald
returneg to

sald

|
“ne of the three, “and found ‘em full

of etrangers, and wo come on here, [
think the other has got ouy of the
country and left the dog bhehind,” This
looked furtively at Hull's-eya, whin
slunk ne furtively under a chalr, Thi
they sat, #apeaking in whispers
ome hours, when thete came i knook
@t the doar, They knew, without
words, who It must be,

“We omust let hlim o, sald Crackit
with a shaklug voice.

“Lan't leave us in the dark!” snarlod

[0

thn other thicf, hurrying to light u
secand candle.

Crackit returned  with Sikes,  llr
Inoked {roin one to another. Noboly
spoke, “Damn ¥ou all!" sald he ut

"Hove you nothing to asay [X1)
me?'"'

There was an - uneasy  movement
damong them, but no specch.

e dragged a chale tu the wall, close
us It could go; so close that he ground
11 Aagaluske wall, and sat doewn.

Yo ¥You mean o sell moe or let me
e here il thls hunt Is over?' he
arked after a long sllence,

“You may stop here, {(f vou think It
aale' wald Crackit, with an effort,

BBut Bull’s-eye, Aeving {rom the pho-
trayval planned by his moaster, hid bo-
trayedq him,  Every pelicemnn in Lon-
don knew the dog. Men had followed
him frem place to place; and now
there were a hundred elosing around
the house. Hven an Crackit Epoke
they casy off aly concealment  winl
surrounded the place and beat upoen
the door, and crieq to those within to
surrender the murderer,

“In the KIag's name!™ rang a great
volte, and the roar of the wiid mod
achood iU and clamoared for his 1ifa,

“Dumn youl” sald Sikes. 1’1 cheal
¥You yetl'

e hurrled

1o a cuphoard and drew
out a long rope, Tushing to tho
housctop, he fustened one eng frmly
to the chimney, and with hands and
teeth knotted 1t around hila chest. He
lowered himself over the parapet to
drap Into the ditch nlongside, where
he hoped gn find cover enough to keep
awny while the moh was waorking ai
the front of thas houso.

AL thids moment the terror came ovet
him ngain, He turned saddenly, his
foot slipped, the rope alipped like
lightning, the knot ran tightly nreunlrl
hia neck, and he sdropped the rope's
full length, There was a terrific jork,
a fearful eonvulslon of llmbs  'Then
he hung stlil

A white dog leaped to the roof's
edge with a di=smal howl, gathered
himself for n 8pfing, and jumped for
the dend man's shoulders, e mlssed
his nlm, turned over apnd over, and
dashed out his brains in the ditel,

(Copyright, 1912, by J. W. Mullar.)
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